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REQUIREMENTS

Impose a 3-month individual sanction on the parent/caretaker relatives when they
know a dependent child in the TCA assistance unit will be absent from the home
more than 180 days, and fail to report it within 5 working days

SANCTION

A. Remove the parent/caretaker relative�s needs from the benefit amount for 3
months

1. Send a Notice of Adverse Action (NOAA) stating the reason and start date
for the sanction that will be imposed in the following month

2. Apply the income and assets of the parent/caretaker relative, after
allowable disregards, toward the needs of the remaining household
members

3. The parent/caretaker relative remains eligible for Food Stamps (FS) but the
food stamp amount is based on the TCA benefit that would have been
received if  the parent/caretaker relative�s needs  were not removed due to
the sanction (phantom income)

4. Medical Assistance (MA) eligibility continues for the parent/caretaker
relative since they remain a member of the TCA assistance unit

B. Close the case if the sanctioned individual has no other dependent children in the
home:

1. Send a NOAA stating the reasons for, and effective date of, the case
closure

2. Base FS on non-TCA  household eligibility criteria but include phantom
TCA phantom income

3. Discontinue the parent/caretaker relative�s MA for a TCA household and
determine eligibility for other MA categories

4. Begin the sanction the month the customer reapplies for assistance
because the child returned and continue it for 3 consecutive months

5. Set a 745 to add the parent/caretaker relative to the TCA household after 3
months has elapsed
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EXAMPLES

1. Mrs. Pringle receives TCA and FS for a family of 4.  She and her ex-husband
each have sole custody of her youngest son for 120 consecutive days at a time.
She knows when her son will leave and when he will return, but fails to report the
change within 5 working days.

� Although parental responsibility shifted, the absence is less than 180 days

� No 3-month penalty is imposed

� There are TCA and FS overpayments due to her son�s unreported absence

2. Ms. Utz receives TCA and FS for herself and 4 children.  She takes the children,
including her 12-year-old daughter, to visit their grandmother for 2 weeks.
However, at the end of the summer, Ms. Utz and her mother decide the 12-year-
old should remain with her grandmother until the coming school year ends on
June 21 of the next year.  The grandmother enrolls her in school, which starts
September 1, shifting parental responsibility.  Ms. Utz fails to report her daughter�s
absence within 5 working days of the joint decision with the child�s grandmother.

� Parental responsibility shifted

� The absence is more than 180 days

� The 3-month sanction is imposed as follows:

Ms. Utz�s needs are removed from the TCA benefit amount

$399, the TCA amount for a family of 3 (without Ms. Utz), is
subtracted from $491, the amount for a family of 4 (with Ms. Utz)

$491
-399
$  92

The $92. difference is the phantom income applied to FS

Note: In order to prevent an increase in the FS amount during the penalty
period, include the sanctioned individual in the FS household and apply
that person�s share of the TCA benefit.

Note: Once the facts are established, the local department should have set an
alert to remind the case manager to remove the child while he is with the
father and reinstate him when he returns.
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� There are TCA and FS overpayments from Ms. Utz�s daughter�s
unreported absence

3. Ms. Wise�s only child has been visiting his cousins since July 1.  He tells his mom
he wants to remain with them and go to school, which starts September 1.  His
aunt and uncle will let him stay until the school year ends June 20 of the next year
if Ms. Wise agrees.  She does, but fails to report the change within 5 working days
of her agreement.  Her son doesn�t like his new school and returns to his mother�s
home during winter break on December 30.

� The case manager closes the case effective November 1 upon learning, in
October, there is no eligible child in the household

� Ms. Wise is ineligible for continued TCA MA but her eligibility for other MA
categories is determined

� FS eligibility using non-TCA criteria must also be determined

� Ms. Wise reapplies for assistance December 30, the date her son returns

� The case manager reopens the TCA case and  TCA MA for 2, effective in
January, and imposes the 3-month penalty

� The TCA grant is based on a household size is 1 until the sanction is lifted,
but the FS benefit amount is based on a household size of 2 as if her
needs were still included in the TCA payment (phantom income) and the
case manager must assess how Ms Wise deals with the excessive living
expenses

� Effective April 1, the case manager again includes Ms. Wise�s needs in the
TCA household

� There are TCA and FS overpayments from Ms. Wise�s son�s unreported
absence

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

� Technical Eligibility � Living with a Relative

� Financial Eligibility � Income - Sanctioned Individuals Calculations

� Interim Changes � Adding a Person to the Assistance Unit


